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viously to next day's market or on an 
eaily hour of the morning, many of the 
inconveniences pointed out by your 
coi respondent might be obviated. K. 



F&r the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

A LITTLE learning Js a dangerous 
thing; so said Pope, anil 1 be- 
lieve it has been very often -vended 
since he made the observation. 

How many useful members of the 
community have been diverted fiom 
their proper vocations, to pursue ima- 
ginary talents which they did not pos- 
sess, and which like an ignis fatiuts 
have bewildered them into all the mis- 
foitunes of their lives' First caught 
in the toils of vanity, they flatter them- 
selves with being as great as those 
they mutated, and were not convinced 
of their ridiculous attempt, till they 
were laughed at and condemned by 
those whose approbation they endea- 
vouied to solicit. An airangementof 
words, a disposition of sentences, an 
adjustment of pnrases, with a gram- 
matical regularity may be caught, 
and pioducea flowing set of founded 
periods; but these will not commu- 
nicate either a novelty of thought or 
a felicity of genius. Without these, 
scribbling is but imitation without 
institution, daubing without design. 
A classical blockhead is of all others 
the most intolerable- the book-worm 
who quotes from Homer, Virgil, or 
Horace, without application, and whose 
conversation is made up of the shieds 
and lumbet of the schools should be 
confined to his desK all his lite : 
here, peilups, he may trouble the 
world with wliathe may "call his vvorks ; 
but this is not quite so pestiferous as 
his veibal bawling, as no man is com- 
pelled to lead, though eveiy one in 
company is compelled to hear. Thus 
icnbbiing he fancies he nas reached 
the summit of Parnassus : till he is 
precipitated fiom his imaginary emi- 
nence by the periodical coingidois, 
tvho with monthly scourges, ledute 
blockheads to their pmnitive stan- 

mill ot Messrs. Leppei, M'Cium and eo. 
Belfast and in a few othei manufactones 
in this low n, the woikmen leceive part 
ot their wages on Thursday evening un- 
do the denomination olmaiket money. 



dards But lest you fhould think I <un 
guilty of what 1 accuse othei s, I here 1 
chop the pen,. snid submit to b-e 
t ejected a candidate for a plate in 
your estimable Magazine, join's &c. 
A cohstasi Reader. 
Larne, 111) Augt. 1810. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

We give the following Oiation to our 
readers, as developing the views of 
the more intelligent part of the Ame- 
rican people, as to the state of their 
foreign and domestic policy, the 
Tammantj Society is an association 
atsaming i/iis name, to contmemot ate 
the Indians, the ancient inhabitants 
of that counti ii 

AN ORATION DELIVERED BEFORE THE TAM- 
MANY SOCIETY, IN THE CITY OF NEWYORK, 
ON THE TWELFTH OF MAY 1810, BY JOHN 
T. IRVING, ESQUIRE. 
BROIHeRS, 

E aie here assembled to cele- 
brate the anniversary of an in- 
stitution whose object is a nation's 
prosperity, and whose supreme amot- 
tion a nation's glory. 

It is air institution which professes 
a sincere attachment to the land m 
which we reside, and a peifect fa.th 
in the constitution by which wc a<e 
governed. On an occasion of this 
kind, theiefoie, it is highly useful to 
consider, whef'ei this land ot otirna- 
tivitj or ail ptin, and the fonn of 
government we >ave chosen, aie woi- 
ihy ot the « <le it devotion we profess : 
whether oui civil institutions, \vift 
bear the lest of dispassionate investi- 
gation, and aie established on the 
stnet principles of moial and polm. 
<al jii-tice,-— lor, unless this tan be 
manifested, our boa ted advantage,, Alc 
but ui earns and shadows, om p.tno- 
tism but prejnd ce and infatuation 

But the neces!>aiy bievity ol this 
addiess will not admit ot an ample 
investigation of this natuie— the scan, 
ty space ot time to which i am Ii- 
nuted will only a! iow me to seize (he 
bold featme, of the subject and pie- 
sent them to yoni view 

'Ihe love 01 counliy is an univer- 
sal passion, peuil'ai,lo no ilune H 
burns with equal fervour am d p„|, ir 
snows, as on the pan lung sarins of 
thetoiridzi\ne. It is the sliee< anc li 0l 
ot the heait which he ,ven has kindly 
jiiveii to inuoi each individual to Ins 
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p.oper situation, — to counteract that 
i esliess love of variety, that insatiable 
< unosity, that passion for novelty uii- 
planted in the human bieast, and 
which otheiwise would render manfc'ntl 
mere wandeiejs on the face of the 
eailh. VVheie is the being, however 
seduced from tiie place .of his nativi- 
ty by the allurements of pleasuie, the 
incitements of curiosity, or the avi- 
dity of gain — where is' the exile how- 
e\er driven from the land of his 
fathers by the high hand of oppression, 
or the persecutions of an, unfeeling 
woiid, whose heart does not, many a 
tune and oft, in the hum of sickness, 
of solitude, or souow, return witn 
■weeping recollection to the scenes of 
his childhood, where his mind hist 
dawned to the perception of natui il 
and moral beauty — wheie he spoiled 
in the days of innocence, in the 
kistihood of youth, "when the young 
bJood ran frolic through bis veins, and 
all was sunshine '" — Who has relin- 
quished his country without a sigh — 
who has heard of its oppression witn- 
out sympathy — of its desolation with- 
out a pang> 
" bieattt<-s the\e the man, with soul so 

dead, 
Whonevei to himself has said, 
This is my own, my native land > 

If such Uieie breathes, go, maikhun well, 
Foi him no minstrel laptuies swell , 
fli^h though his titles, pioud his name, 
Soundless bis wealth as wish could claim— 
Despite those titles, powei aud pelt, 
The wi etch concenteie.l all in self, 
Linus; shall foifeit fair renown, 
An,] doubly dying, shall go down 
'I o the vile cmth, horn %\ lit nee lit sprung, 
Unwejit, uohonouted and unsung.'* 

If a sentiment so geneious and ex- 
alted can exist with sufficient foice 
1o bind the Siberian to his icy dese.it— « 
to people the buining sands of Africa, 
where nature pants and animation 
languishes — if it can animate the song 
of the hardy Swiss, amid the stormy 
solitudes of Ins mountains, and can 
reconcile the minions of the east to 
the whips and chains of arbitiary 
power, how much more should it 
jilow within our bosoms, on whom 
heaven has lavishly bestowed its 
choicest favouis? J o us Ins been gi- 
ven " the glory of Lebanon with'the 
ex' ellency of Carinel and Shaion " A 



country, whose varied and almost 
bounahss surface, combines all that n 
magnificent and sublime, with all that 
is luxunant and beautiful. A country 
where the lapid developeinents of ait 
olid science, the unparalleled advances 
of civilization and refinement, aje con- 
s'antly .presenting new and captivating 
scenes to the eye of the cuuous, of 
the speculation of the philosophic. 
A country where independent com- 
petence is the sure reward of iridustiy, 
where laboui and enjoy ment go hand 
in hand, and piompt teitility lightens 
the task of the husbandman 

But great as are the natural en- 
dowments of jour country, they fade 
into comparative insiginhcance in the 
splendour of oui political advantages^ 
We have witnessed the sun of hbeity 
dawning from amidst clouds and daik- 
ness, and giadually increasing and 
ascending into a blight ,and perftct 
day. After our painful revolutionaiy 
sti uggle, when the tumult and dis- 
tiaction of war had subsided, we found 
ourselves, possessed indeed of the 
rights for which we had contended, 
but those rights vaguely defined and 
impertecUy regulated. The season 
of war was past ; the season of deli- 
beiation commenced; the .states had 
maintained a faithful union through 
a tempestuous period, but that union 
had been preseived by the pressute 
of outward foice, by a common sym- 
pathy and interest, and by an enthusi- 
asm which such an occasion only 
could pioduce. 

But now that the <head of external 
danger had subsided, the force whicu 
thieateneel having been withdrawn; now 
that private ambition had its play, 
that mutual jealousies were embody- 
ing themselves, that a. load offoieigu 
debt pressed upon the nation and 
its component parts huug disjointed, 
leady to be severed by eveiy rising 
faction; now was the crisis when a 
people weie to sacrifice secret views, 
and selfish considerations on the altar 
of public good; now, rising superior 
to local inteiesls, in their own sove 
Teignty were they to establish a go- 
vernment for the whole, determine 
how their magisti ates should be 
chosen, define their duties, and lastly 
enact laws to which themselves would 
beoome obed'ent. 
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Stfnoundn»g nations with surprise 
beheld an mifant people just emerged 
lrom the chaos and lniUlionsof war, 
proceeding with deliberative coolness, 
to investigate the defects ot is muni- 
cipal institutions. But that sui prise 
was changed into admiration when 
they beheld this people lelmquish 
at once an impeifect system, and 
without a struggle build on the ruins 
of an ofcd establishment, a stiuctuie 
magnificent and sublime, which I 
tiust our children for ages shall ve- 
nerate. 

This constitution, my friends, is 
your own intellectual otfspung. By 
it you have secured to yourselves, 
and probably to millions unborn, the 
possession of every rational pnvilege, 
tne enjoyment of every estimable 
right, it is a code not produced 
by the strong arm of power, or ac- 
companied by a sangumaiy revolu- 
tion, but tbe collective Wisdom of a 
nation gathered in time of peace, 
its merits fiist caietutiy discussed, 
and then sanctioned by the umm- 
passioned appiobation of the people. 

This malj.es every man's oomicil 
his sanctuary, not to be invaded 
without his assent, nor taken from 
him tor public purposes without an 
adequate compensation. 

This ensures to hmi the freedom 
of speech and of the press, and a 
trial by his peers for every inftactioii 
ei the law. 

This at one blast sweeps away 
the hopes of aiistociatic distinction; 
establishes sovereignty alone in the 
people, and makes all authority ema- 
nate from them. 

Tbis forms the criterion of law, 
the barrier to usurpation, the rallying 
point ni the hour of peril, the veiy 
pivot of our union- 

We have impioved by the ex- 
perience of other systems, we have 
selected their excellencies, and as care- 
fully avoided their defects. Wheie, 
I would ask, have ancient or modem 
days pi esented a purer model > What 
government has evinced a due at- 
tention to some particular light of 
individuals, that has not balanced it 
|>y some particular oppression > 

One shall exult in the freedom of 



its constitution, the dignity and inte- 
grity ot its parliament ; when tn^t 
paihament is the monopolized repre- 
sentation of totten boioughs, compos- 
ed of a tew scattered inhabitants, 
while whole cities and distucts, with the 
thousands they contain, have no shaie 
in the public councils. 

Its histonans and poets shall boast 
of ils elective franchise, when thaf 
fianchise is a mere vendible article, 
continually in the market, almost ex- 
posed to sale by the candle, and sti uck 
otf to the highest bidder. 

Another shall be inflated with the 
splendoui of its military establishment, 
while that establishment has trampled 
upon its fieecioni, preyed * upon the 
necessitips of its pool, given its youth 
to the sword, and leared an iron usur. 
pation which controuls tlie destinies of 
Europe 

A tnird shall present a long line 
of nobikty, anxiously preseived from, 
plebeian intercourse, and pronounced 
the substance ot its strength and glory • 
as it that merit which had achieved 
honours to the primaeval ancestor, was 
a corporeal principle, could be the 
subject of entailment, and was only 
to be destroyed by a corruption of 
blood— No i by the Almighty fiat, we 
stait upon existence on terms ot pei- 
tect equality ; and he only outsti ips his 
fellows and becomes ennobled in the 
eye of heaven, who is distinguished 
tui his useiuluess, and pre-eminent for 
his vutties. 

Experience has repeatedly proved 
that woilh and talents aie not attached 
to any particular line ot ancestry ; that 
tne wealth and honours of a meritorious 
individual aie often squandeied and 
disgraced by the pi orligacy of his des- 
cendants; tnat he who estimates his 
value by the lustre and antiquity of 
his pedigree, has geneially no other 
standard. J he revolution of France 
has swept to oblivion a croud who 
swaimed in the courts of Veisaeills, 
and who exited but as the trapping* 
and paraphernalia of royalty. 

Awaieot the many evils that pro. 
ceed tioin titled establishments ; con- 
vinced that n they vveie exci escence-s 
clinging to the body politic, and draw- 
ing off that nounshinent which shoukl 
be disseminated thiough its branches 
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Ihe constitution of these states has not 
only abolished such distinctions, but 
disqualified their possessois from hold- 
ing any station ot public conscience 
oruusl We are placed upon the 
same level, and though respect is paid 
to official dignity, it is moie the le- 
veience of a civilized people to the 
magisterial office of their own creation, 
than a deference to the individual who 
is chosen as its transient occupant. 
JEveiy roan by holding the same lank 
in society is stimulated to the same 
laudable and virtuous emulation. He 
beholds the honouis ot his country 
o^en toeveiy competitor yet attain- 
ed alone by the most enterpiisiug and 
jneiitonous. if we hate any otder 
therefore amoi>g us, it is the ordei of 
merit, an order exciting that ambition 
which has virtue foi its means, and 
the love and ievereuce of the worthy 
lor its end. 

'I his equality of interest and feeling, 
this' intellectual ligament which hrmly 
Jiinds citizen to citizen, the constitu- 
tion has wistly protected from eveiy 
probable assailment. Not confining its 
i,uardianstup to temporalities alone, it 
has evinced the same solicitude for 
spiritual privileges; has equally secur- 
ed the rights ot conscience, and lett 
the soul to lange bee in its asp nations. 
Noeuor has been more productive 
of human miseiy, than that which in most 
countries has placed its religious, un- 
ties- the" controul' of its civil institu- 
tions. These is no such ttvng as bend- 
ing conscience ; us texture is not mal- 
leable; it cannot be cooled and waimed 
at pleasuie to different degrees of 
tempeiature. 

The most valu-iMe membeis of a 
community arf those w hn j re in heai t 
zealously attached, and sctupulously 
obedient, to their religious tenets. 
Among those are we t'o look for patient 
industiy, strict frugality, coirectness 
ot moials, and regulanty of "life Meie 
aie we to seaich tor that honesty in 
giafted on lehgion, which teacnei the 
fulfilment of individual contract*- the 
pieservation ot oider, the leveieme 
of law, and the sacred allegiance due 
to. our country. The nation that wars 
agamst any moral sect, whatever may 
be its cast, wais against its own pios- 
peiity, and saps the foundations ot its 
kt.1en.4th. 



It was religious intolerance that 
drove from Spain a lace who had con- 
verted her desetts into fruitful plan- 
tations, and adorned hei cities with 
the choicest specimens of aichitecture. 
Ait and industry, with the persecuted 
Moslems, were almost exiled the Pen- 
insula, the elysian fields of Gienada 
again became desolate ; and the moul- 
deimg nuns of the Alhainbia arc the 
last perishing mementos of Moorish 
dignity and grandeur. 

It was religious intolerance that pre- 
sided over the dieadtul orgies of saint 
Baitholomews, that like the destroying 
angel went forth to massacre without 
distinction of age or sex, without re- 
gaid for puvale worth or public use- 
fulness; that struck to the earth im- 
plonng innocence; that cow aid- like 
lushed upon the unsuspecting couch 
ot the generous and the brave, that 
in an instant changed the sweet re- 
pose ot the weaiy peasant into the 
soundless sleep of death. The most 
meutonous of Gallic population, and 
the flower of Gallic knighthood 
peiished in that night of horrors, and 
Chailes entwined aiound his sangui- 
naiy biows a~wreath of eternal infamy. 
It was religious intolerance first 
invited that inteiference ot the imperial 
Catharine, which aftei wards led to 
the dismemberment and partition of 
Poland. And what but the same in- 
toleiance at this veiv day beaisupon 
the lolty spirit of freland, and ha s 
almost broken the heart of her gal. 
lant people. 1 he penal statutes sys- 
tematized 10 the reign ot Anne, 
thiough a pretence of religious zeal, 
have disfianchised the Catholics, ex- 
cluded them from office, despoiled 
them of their property, cancelled the 
nuptial bond, rent asunder the ties 
of filial affection, exiled a persecuted 
population from their homes, and o- 
bliged them to look for protection to 
a land of strangeis. 

Happily tor this country, we have 
closed the door against such a flood 
of evils. We have made conscience 
amenaole to no other tribunal than 
Heaven, and left her enors to be 
judged by him, who alone knows 
the -etiet spungs of the heart, and 
can best deteimme the purity and 
sincerity of its devotion. 
To be Continued, 



